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the influence of the Enthusiasm of Humanity would be such
as to fender law and police superfluous ? Of Christ's views
on civil government we know very little. Still it is not con-
ceivable that he should have rejected altogether the notion
of punishment, since we see that in describing the Divine
government he introduces it freely. In various parables
he has represented himself as a ruler, and his conception
of the functions of a ruler appears not to differ from that
commonly received. It most distinctly includes criminal
jurisdiction and punishment. We may be sure that one
who habitually considered governors as charged with the
duty of inflicting punishment, cannot have considered it the
duty of subjects to prevent punishment from being inflicted.
It is in the circumstances of the Church at its founda-
tion that we shall find the explanation of the difficulty.
Christ forbids his followers to appeal to the secular
courts, not because he disapproved of criminal law in
the abstract, but for the same reason for which he sys-
tematically passed over everything relating to politics and
government. It was because the Church was established
in the midst of a heathen society which it was in no way
to countenance and yet in no way to resist. Of this
society the Church was in one sense a mortal enemy; that
is, she did not acknowledge its right to exist, and she
looked forward to a time when it should be reconstructed
on the basis of an acknowledgment of Christ and of the
law of Humanity. On the- other hand, it was Christ's
fixed resolution to enter into no contest with the civil
power. Therefore he enjoins upon his followers an ab-
solutely passive behaviour towards it, and in every rule that
he lays down, while he recognises the fact that the Church
itself has no power of compulsion, he makes no use what-
ever of that power residing in the state.